Where To live? 


"God prepared for Adam and Eve a beautiful garden, 
nrnvmea for them everything that their wants required. 


with a liberal nanu ne nurruuuucu —-7 

The trees for usefulness and beauty, and |ovdy flow®™, 
which sprung up spontaneously, and flourished in rum 
profusion around them, were to know nothing of decay. 
Adam and Eve were rich indeed, may p^Bsed Eden. 
Adam was lord in his beautiful domain. None 
the fact that he was rich. But God knew thatAdamcoidd 
not be happy unless he had employment Therefore He 
rave him something to do; he was to dress the garden. 

F C E 38 :2. 

"He who taught Adam and Eve in Eden 
garden, would instruct men today. There is wisdomforhim 
who holds the plow, and plants and sows the seed The earth 
Yioa its concealed treasures, and the Lord would have 
thousands and tens of thousands working upon the soil 
whcTare crowded into the cities to watch for a chance to 
earn a trifle; in many cases their trifle is not turned into 
bread, but is put into the till of the publican, to obtain that 
wViinh Hpntrovs the reason of man formed in the imago 

gEfiSh ££ “fa^Sleopp'SS to 3STW- 

f?r theTngdom of heaven. Send the children to school, 
located in the city, where every phase of temptation is 
waitine to attract and demoralize them, and the work of 
character building is tenfold harder for both parents and 
children.” — F. C. E. 826:1. , 

. . . "God would have none of us like Lot, who chose a 
home in a place where he and his family were brought 
into constant contact with evil. Lot went into Sodom rich, 
he left with nothing, led by an an f e ]® band while mes- 
sengers of wrath waited to pour forth the fiery. blasts 
that were to consume the inhabitants of that highly 
favored city, and blot out its entrancing beauty, making 
bleak and bare a place that God had once made very beau- 
tiful.”— Test. Vol. 7, p. 89, par. 1. 

“Educate our people to get out of the cities into the 
country where they can obtain a small piece of land and 
make a home for themselves and their children. . . . Ere 
long there will be such strife and confusion m the cities 
that those who wish then vnll not be i able. — Mrs. E. G. 
White, General Conference Bulletin, Apnl 6, 1904. 

“The earth is to be made to give forth its strength; but 
without the blessing of God it could do nothing. In the 
beginning, God looked upon all that He had made, and 
pronounced it very good. The curse was brought upon the 
earth in consequence of sin. But shall. this. curse Be mul- 
tiplied by increasing sin? Ignorance is doing .^baleful 
work. Slothful servants are increasing the evil by their 
lazy habits. Many are unwilling to earn their bread by the 
sweat of their brow, and they refuse to till the soil But 
the earth has its blessings hidden m her depth for those 
who have courage and will and perseverance to gather 
her treasures. Fathers and mothers who possess a piece 
of land and a comfortable home are kings and queens. 

“Many farmers have failed to secure adequate returns 
from their land because they have undertaken the work 
as though it was a degrading employment; they do not 


see thatAhere is a Messing in it for themselves and their 
families. All they can discern is the brand of servitude. 
Their orchards are neglected, the crops are not put in at 
the right season, and a mere surface work is done in cul- 
tivating the soil. Many neglect their farms in order to 
keep holidays and to attend horse races and betting clubs; 
their money is expended in shows and lotteries and idle- 
ness, and then they plead that they cannot obtain money 
to cultivate the soil and improve their farms; but had they 
more money, the result would still be the same.” — F. C. E. 
p. 326, 327, par. 2-3. Special Testimonies on Education, 
February, 1894. 

“As a people we are sadly destitute of |aith and love. 
Our efforts are altogether too feeble for the time of peril 
in which we live. The pride and self-indulgence, the im- 
piety and iniquity, by which we are surrounded, have an 
influence upon us. Few realize the importance of shunning, 
so far as possible, all associations unfriendly to religious 
life. In choosing their surroundings, few make their spir- 
itual prosperity the first consideration. 

“Parents flock with their families to the cities, because 
they fancy it easier to obtain a livelihood there than in 
the country. The children, having nothing to do when not 
in school, obtain a street education. From evil associations, 
they acquire habits of vice and dissipation. The parents 
see all this, but it will require, a sacrifice to correct their 
error, and they stay where they are, until Satan gains 
full control of their children. Better sacrifice any and ev- 
ery worldly consideration than to imperil the precious 
spuls committed to your care. They will be assailed by 
temptations, a nl should be taught to meet them; but it is 
your duty to cut off every influence, to break up every 
habit, to sunder every tie, that keeps you from the most 
free, open, and hearty committal of yourselves and your 
family to God. 

“Instead of the crowded city, seek some retired situ- 
ation where your children will be, so far as possible, 
shielded from temptation, and there train and educate 
them for usefulness. The prophet Ezekiel thus enumerates 
the causes that led to Sodom’s sin and desbmction: ‘Pride, 
fullness of bread, and abundance of idleness was in her and 
in her daughters; neither did she strengthen the hands 
of the poor and needy.’ All who would escape the doom 
of Sodom, must shun the course that brought God’s judg- 
ments upon that wicked city. 

“My brethren, you are disregarding the most sacr d 
claims of God, by your neglect' to consecrate yourselves 
and your children to Him. Many of you are reposing in 
false, security, absorbed in selfish interest, and attracted 
by earthly treasures. You fear no evil. Danger seems a 
great way off. You will be deceived,, deluded, to your 
eternal ruin, unless you arouse, and with penitence and 
deep humiliation, return unto the Lord. 

•“Again and again has the voice from. Heayen addressed 
you. Will you obey this voice ? Will you heed the counsel of 
the True Witness, to seek the gold tried in the fire, the 
white raiment, and the eye-salve? The gold is faith and 
love, the white raiment is the righteousness of Christ, the 
eye-salve is that spiritual discernment which will enable 
you to see the wiles of Satan and shun them, to detect sin 
and abhor it, to see truth and obey it.” — Test. Vol. 5, p. 
232, 233,‘par. 1-4. 

“A work for Christian farmers:” “If they ever become 
industrious and self-supporting, very many must have 
assistance, encouragement, and instruction. There .are 
multitudes of poor families for whom no better mission- 
ary work could be done than to assist them, in settling on 
the land and in learning how to make it yield them a 
livelihood.”— M. H. p. 192, par. 2. 

2 


“Homes in the country:” “If the poor now crowded into 
the cities could find homes upon the land, they might 
not only earn a livelihood, but find health and happiness 
now uncommon or unknown to them. Hard work, simple 
fare, close economy, often hardship and privation, would 
be their lot. But what a blessing would be theirs in leav- 
ing the city, with its enticements to evil, its turmoil and 
crime, misery and foulness, for the country’s quiet and 
peace and purity.” — M. H. p. 190, par. 2. 

“Opportunities for the Homeless:” “Within the vast 
boundaries of nature there is still room for the suffering 
and needy to find a home. Within her bosom there are re- 
sources sufficient to provide them with food. Hidden in 
the depths of the earth are blessings for all who have 
courage and will and perseverance to gather her treas- 
ures.” — M. H. p. 188, par. 6. 

“God’s Plan for Israel:” “In God’s plan for Israel every 
family had a home on the land, with sufficient ground for 
tilling. Thus were both the means and the incentive for 
a useful, industrious, and self-supporting life. And no de- 
vising of men has ever improved upon that plan. To the 
world’s departure from it is owing, to a large degree, the 
poverty and wretchedness that exists today.” — M. H. p. 
183, par. 3. 

“If the land is cultivated, it will, with the blessing of 
God, supply our necessities. We are not to be discouraged 
about temporal things because of apparent failures, nor 
should we be disheartened by delay. We should work the 
soil cheerfully, hopefully, gratefully, believing that the 
earth holds in her bdsom rich stores for the faithful work- 
er to garner, stores richer than gold or silver. The niggard- 
liness laid to her charge is false witness. With proper, 
intelligent cultivation the earth will yield its treasures for 
the benefit of man. The mountains and hills are changing; 
the earth is waxing old like a garment; but the blessing 
of God, which spreads a table for His people in the wilder- 
ness, will never cease. 

“Serious times are before us, and there is great need 
for families to get out of the cities into the country, that 
the truth may be carried into the byways as well as the 
highways of the earth. Much depends upon laying our 
plans according to the word of the Lord, and with perse- 
vering energy carrying them out. More depends upon 
consecrated activities and perseverance than upon genius 
and book-learning. All the talents and ability given to hu- 
man agents, if unused, are of little value.” — Test. Vol. 6, 
p. 178, par. 2, 3. Date of publication, 1900. 

“A return to simpler methods will be appreciated by the 
children and youth. Work in the garden and field will be 
an agreeable change from the wearisome routine of ab- 
stract lessons, to which their young minds should never 
be confined. To the nervous child, who finds lessons from 
books exhausting and hard to remember, it will be espe- 
cially valuable. There is health and happiness for him in 
the study of nature; and the impressions made will not fade 
out of his mind, for they will be associated with objects 
that are continually before his eyes.” 

“Working the soil is one of the best kinds of employ- 
ment, calling the muscles into action and resting the mind. 
Study in agricultural lines should be the A, B, and C of 
the education given in our schools. This is the very first 
work that should be entered upon. Our schools should not 
depend upon imported produce, for grain and vegetables, 
and the fruits so essential to health. Our youth need an 
education in felling trees and tilling the soil as well as 
in literary lines. Different teachers should be appointed 
to oversee a number of students in their work, and should 
work with them. Thus the teachers themselves will learn 
to carry responsibilities as burden-bearers. Proper stu- 
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dents also- should in this way be educated-tq bear' respon- 
sibilities, and to be laborers together with the teachers. 
All should counsel together as to the very best methods 
of carrying on the work.” — Test. Vol. 6, p. 179, par. 1, 2. 

“He who taught Adam and Eve in Eden how to tend 
the garden, would instruct men today. There is wisdom 
for him who holds the plow, and plants and sows the 
seed. The earth has its concealed treasures, and the Lord 
would have thousands and tens of thousands working 
upon the* soil who are crowded into the cities to watch for 
a chance to earn a trifle; in many cases that trifle is 
not turned into bread, but is put into the till of the publi- 
can, to obtain that which destroys the reason of man 
formed in the image of God. Those who will take their 
families into the country, place them where they have 
fewer temptations. The children who are with parents 
that love and fear God, are in every way much better 
situated to learn of the Great Teacher, wha is the source 
and foundation of wisdom. They have a much more favor- 
able opportunity to gain a fitness for the kingdom of 
heaven. Send the children to schools located in the city, 
where every phase of temptation is waiting to attract 
and demoralize them, and the work of character building 
is tenfold harder for both parents and children.” — F. C. E. 
p. 326, par. 1. Special Testimonies on Education, February, 
1894. 

“Seeing the flowers, plucking the ripe fruit, listening to 
the happy songs of the birds, has a peculiarly exhilerating. 
effect on the nervous system. From outdoor life men, 
women, and children gain a desire to be pure and guile- 
less.” — Test. Vol. 7, p. 86, par. 2. 

“It was not God’s purpose that His people should be 
crowded into cities, huddled together in terraces and tene- 
ments. In the beginning He placed our first parents in a 
garden, amidst the beautiful sights and attractive sounds 
of nature, and these sights and sounds He desires men to 
rejoice in today. The more nearly we come into harmony 
with God’s original plan, the more favorable will be our 
position for the recovery and the preservation of health.” 
—Test. Vol. 7, p. 87, par. 2, 1901. 

How can we prepare for service on the Lord’s farm in 
the New Earth? 

“The reasons that have led us in a few places to turn 
away from cities, and locate our schools in the country, 
hold good with the schools in other places. To expend 
money in additional buildings when a school is already 
deeply in debt, ‘is not in accordance with God’s plan. Had 
the money which our larger schools have used in expen- 
sive buildings been invested in procuring land where stu- 
dents could receive a proper education, so large a num- 
ber of students would not now be struggling under the 
weight of debt, and the work of these institutions would 
be in a more prosperous condition. Had this course been 
followed, there would have been some grumbling from 
students, and many objections would have been raised by 
parents; but the students would have secured an all-round 
education, which would have prepared them, not only 
for practical work in various trades, but for a place on 
the Lord’s farm in the earth made new.” — Test. Vol. 6, 
p. 177, par. 1, 1900. 

What Warning. Is Given Parents? 

“This experience of the Israelites was written for the 
instruction of those who should live in the last days. Be- 
fore the overflowing scourge shall come upon the dwell- 
ers of the earth, the Lord calls upon all who are Israelites 
indeed to prepare for that event. To parents He sends 
the warning cry, Gather your children into your own 
houses; gather them from tho. c e who are disregarding the 
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commandments of God, who are teaching and practicing 
evil. Get out of the large cities as fast as possible. Estab- 
lish church schools. Give your children the word of God 
as the foundation of all their education. This is full of 
beautiful lessons, and if pupils make it their study in the 

S rimary grades below, they will be prepared for the 
igher grades above.” — Test. Vol. 6, p. 195, par. 1, 1900. 
“Trade unions will be one of the agencies that will bring 
upon the earth such a time of trouble as has not been 
since the world began.” — Mrs. E. G. White, General Con- 
ference Bulletin, 1903, p. 200. 

“The trade unions and the confederacies of the world 
are a snare. Keep out of them and away from them, breth- 
ren. Have nothing to do with them. Because of these 
unions and confederacies it will soon be very difficult for 
our institutions to carry on their work in the cities. Build 
no sanitariums in the cities. Educate our people to get 
out of the cities into the country while they can obtain 
a small piece of land and make a home for themselves 
and their children.”— Mrs. E. G. White, Series B, p. 34, 
par. 1. 

. . . “Evil associations are always detrimental to piety 
and devotion, and principles that are approved by God 
may be undermined by such associations. God would have 
none of us like Lot, who chose a home in a place where 
he and his family were brought into constant contact with 
evil. Lot went into Sodom nch; he left with nothing, led 
by an angel’s hand, while messengers of wrath waited to 
pour forth the fiery blasts that were to consume the inhabi- 
tants of that highly favored city, and blot out its en- 
trancing beauty, making bleak - and bare a place that God 
had once made very beautiful.”— T. Vol. 7, p. 89, par. 1. 

“To many of those in the cities who have not a spot 
of green grass to set their feet upon, who year after 
year have looked out upon filthy courts and narrow al- 
leys, brick walls and pavements, and skies clouded with 
dust and smoke, — if these could be taken to some farming 
district, surrounded with the green fields, the woods and 
hills and brooks, the clear skies and the fresh, pure air 
of the country, it would seem almost like heaven.” — M. H. 
p. 191, par. 1. 

“Cut off to a. great degree from contact with and de- 
pendence upon men, and separated from the world's cor- 
rupting maxims and customs and excitements, they would 
come nearer to the heart of nature. God’s presence would 
be more real to them. Many would learn the lesson of de- 
pendence upon Him. Through nature they would hear 
His voice speaking to their hearts of His peace and love, 
and mind and soul and body would respond to the healing, 
life-giving power.” — M. H. p. 192, par. 1. 

“Again and again the Lord has instructed that our peo- 
ple are to take their families away from the cities into 
the country where they raise their own provisions, for in 
the future the problem of buying and selling will be a 
serious one. We should now begin to heed the instruction 
given us over and over again — Get out of the cities into 
rural districts.” — Mrs. E. G. White, 1905. 
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For furthur information and literature address 
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY AND TEMPERANCE 
ASSOCIATION 
Box 195 

Trenton, New Jersey 


